Last Sunday 12 Griffith Cycle Club riders travelled to Coolamon to contest the sixth and final round of the Riverina Tour of Two Rivers. This inaugural scratch race series has provided the Riverina cyclist with some great competition in a race format that has not been common place. Due to the overwhelming success of the series it will be a format that will continue to grow.
Phil Twigg and Russell Webb have both ridden every round of the series and were out for a big result in the Coolamon round to challenge for the title of Two Rivers Champion.

On a day that made racing extremely difficult due to the strong winds both Twigg and Webb did enough to give the Griffith Club two Champions out of the four grades.

Twigg had it all to do in his B grade race being three points behind the series leader. Twigg was going to have to finish four places in front of Wagga’s Jason Condon to take the title.
With four other Griffith riders in B grade Twigg had plenty of helpers. Jason Minato was making a welcomed return to racing along with Steve Graham, Frank Mastrobattista and Steve Bertoldo.

The wind was very strong and dictated the race tactics. The hilly part of the course was ridden directly into the wind which stopped any attacking riding. Twigg put in a great sprint to take the king of the mountain sprint and thereby consolidate his lead in that classification.
In the middle section of the course the strong crosswind had the riders scrambling to find a wheel to sit on and many riders were dropped on this section. Steve Graham was one but he put in a brilliant chase for 7km until he was back in contact with the leaders.

After taking a small rest Graham was soon back on the front for the final 8km driving the peloton at speeds of over 45kph. This brilliant team work from the Griffith rider stopped any attacks and as the race came down to the final sprint Twigg was well set up to take victory.

The uphill sprint was hard but Twigg had the legs to take a great win with some super team riding from Jason Minato in second place. Jason Condon came over the line in fourth place which tied up the leader board.

Twigg was crowned the Two Rivers Champion on a count back after taking two stage wins to Condon’s one. Twigg also took the KOM title to cap a brilliant series.

Russell Webb had the luxury of a six point lead in D grade but was still going to have to put in a good result to take the crown. Webb had Cub riders David Smith, Kieran Carney, Robert Minato and Wendy Aitken also competing. 
Smith was riding well and took the KOM sprint at the 30km mark. Webb was trying to stay out of the wind and Carney was using all of his big frame to try to give Webb some shelter from the wind. 

On the tough cross wind section the peloton started to splinter a little but the Griffith riders kept Webb out of trouble. Smith and Carney were doing a great job of protecting Webb. The race came down to a sprint and Webb crossed the line in seventh place with his closest rival five places ahead. This gave Webb the Two Rivers Championship crown by two points in a fiercely contested series. 

The other Griffith riders crossed the line soon after with Aitken being the first woman rider home. Carney crossed the line with both legs cramping and in need of some hydration. Rob Minato had also put in a solid ride and it was great to see this Club stalwart racing once again at this level.
In C grade Rick Young and Peter Budd put in solid rides. Budd made it up the climbs thanks to the strong headwind and rode a smart race near the front in the cross wind section of the course that like the other grades split the field. 

Young was having a good ride but the hot conditions in the latter half of the race were telling when a cramp 1.2km from the line denied Young of a chance at victory.
Budd wasn’t suited to the final 800 metres with a sharp hill before the finish and an uphill sprint. Budd put in a great effort to finish just off the podium in fourth place and Young crossing the line close by in sixth place.

The Tour of Two Rivers was an outstanding success in this the first year. It is sure to feature on the Riverina race calendar for many more years to come. The Griffith Cycle Club had a great series with two grade champions in Twigg and Webb together with two KOM champions in Twigg and Smith out of the four grades. The Grififth riders rode well as a team and will have gained considerably from the experience.

This Sunday see the penultimate round of the Country First Credit Union Cup being contested over the 37km hill course. Series leader Jenni Massey will be out to try to wrap up the title but Wendy Aitken fresh from her great ride at Coolamon shall be out to challenge. 

Paul Clancy is facing an uphill task to take the title however nothing seems impossible when the Club Champion gets to the start line. Riders shall meet at Bertoldo’s Bakery at 8:30am with a roll out to the line at 9:00am.
