Last Sunday saw a record number of Griffith Cycle Club members travel to compete in the final round of the Tour de Riverina event held at Coolamon. Nineteen riders made the trip with Alan Howard driving the bus and Jake Carter and injured Lyall Mumford as support crew.
The 65km handicap event was going to determine the many prize classifications of the tour so the racing was fast and furious. Despite having over a quarter of the field the Griffith riders just missed out on scoring top ten points and Canberra riders filled the top five places. 
Paul Clancy was the first Griffith rider home but he was followed soon after by, Jason Minato, Rob Hall, Jeff Stoll, Phil Twigg, Steve Graham, Kingsley Massey, Frank Mastrobatista, Rick Young and Nigel Kennedy who all finished with the winning bunch.
Three of our women riders competed with Leanne Kennedy, Wendy Aitken and Jenni Massey putting in great rides.

The club was successful in the final category classifications with Robert Hall finishing in fourth place overall and Paul Clancy in fifth. Jenni Massey took second place in the women’s division as well as third place in the over 45 category.

The Tile Boutique team couldn’t quite match their performance of winning the team category this year but another Griffith team took out second place. The Hot Designs team consisting of Mitch Harrison, Steve Graham, Phil Twigg and Robert Hall were the successful riders. 

Another Griffith team, the Bicycle Superstore also had a podium finish with third place. Paul Clancy, Frank Mastrobattista, Wendy Aitken and Rick Young making up the Superstore team and putting in a great challenge during the tour.  
The Tour de Riverina has been another successful series with record numbers racing the five race series including record numbers of Griffith Riders. The local riders are now looking forward to the 2009 series which will commence in March of next year and for the rest of the season can concentrate on the Club pointscore series and championship events.

This weekend sees the fourth round of the Country First Credit Union Cup being raced over the 42km Myall Park course. Last race saw the mountain goat girls fly up the climbs to fill an all girl podium however this weekend’s race will favour the heavier sprinters in the bunch.

With some fine weather a big roll up is expected with over 25 riders likely to take the start. The current series leader is Jenni Massey who took the lead after her last start win. Massey holds a two point lead over scratch rider Jason Minato who has also has a win this series. Minato put in a great last start ride to be the only back marker to get into the points.
With both front and back markers having tasted success in the first three races it is likely that the handicapper will be looking to get the middle markers up for this race. A rider like Matt Nugan will be a big chance if the handicap goes his way. 

Matt will be challenged from the riders who will start just behind him and who could also do with getting in the points. This could see Steve Graham, Phil Twigg or Rick Young produce a big result if they can keep the scratch group at bay. 

After a race record in their last ride the scratch group can expect a tough day of chasing and if they can get up it will require a super effort. Another race record is possible given the form of the riders but they will be doing well to catch anyone. 

It will likely be a middle markers race and the interest will be on whether sprinter Frank Signor or any of the girls can steal some valuable points as Minato did last round. With big numbers racing and the course being dead flat the pace will be fast and a big bunch finish expected.
Riders are to be at the Exies Sports Club at 8:30am for the race briefing with racing to get underway at 9:00am. Riders are reminded to bring your race numbers.

