Griffith Cycle Club Race Report  4-May-08
Last Sunday saw the Griffith Cycle Club riders contest the first trophy event for 2008. Perfect conditions saw 23 riders turn out to contest the individual time trial championships. 

For the first time in Club history both a Women’s championship was to be held along with a ‘C’ grade championship. There were five riders to contest the women’s event with three in the ‘C’ grade.

The individual time trial championships were held over the 10.5km Hanwood circuit with all grades competing over one lap of the course except for ‘A’ grade where the championship was over two laps.

The time trial is an individual event where riders are set off at intervals and are racing against the clock. Fastest time wins and there is no drafting allowed. It is known as the “race of truth” and is a great measure of a cyclists fitness.
Peter Billiau was the first rider away in ‘C’ grade to be followed a minute later by James Ashton. Peter Stockwell fresh from a victory last time around the Hanwood course was the last ‘C’ grader away. 

Billiau put in a good ride and flashed across the line in 23:04 to be the current leader. Ashton crossed the line in 23:04 to miss out by the narrowest of margins to take the lead. 

It was all academic however when Stockwell crossed the line in a smart time of 19:00 to take the win from Billiau and Ashton in third place.

In the Women’s championship Jen Blake had the honour of being the first rider away and was followed by Jo Polkinghorne. Leanne Kennedy was next away with Wendy Aitken and Jenni Massey the final rider to leave the starting gate.

Blake crossed the line in 20:25 to take the early lead. Polkinghorne crossed the line in a quicker 20:04 after a good ride.

Leanne Kennedy followed the seeding to perfection to take the lead with her time of 18:37. Wendy Aitken was battling hard with the lactic acid build up but her time of 18:32 was good enough to take the lead with only Massey still on the course.

Massey was working hard down to the line and she flashed across the line to stop the clock at 18:20 and a time that saw her crowned as the inaugural Women’s time trial champion. 

Aitken was a gallant second and Kennedy a close third.

In the ‘B’ grade event it was very close for the title but it in the end it was the youthful legs of Luke Sartor that took the honours in a time of 17:21.
The ageless Lyall Mumford put in a great ride to take second with 18:02 and being a whisker off breaking the 18 minute mark. Third place saw a great ride from Peter Bastianon after being the lead rider out of the starting gate. 

Albert Ravanello just missed a place after his smooth ride of 18:14. Dick Hore was showing the form of old stopped the clock in 18:16. Maxwell Hopp’s time of 18:17 was another good ride only 15 second off second place.

Mathew Nugan’s time of 18:23 was a super ride and no doubt full of suffering as time trials tend to be.

Once the other grades had completed their race it was ‘A’ grade’s turn to face the starter. Nigel Kennedy had the honour of being first away. He was followed by Stephen Graham who showed he meant business by turning up with freshly waxed legs.

Rick Young was next away followed by Kingsley Massey, Phil Twigg, Robert Hall, Frank Mastrobatistta and finally the hot favourite Paul Clancy.
After the first lap it was Clancy who lead the field after a super quick time of 15:05 which was a new single lap record for the course.

Rick Young was the surprise in second place after his first lap of 15:55. Likewise Stephen Graham with his first lap of 16:21 showed that the smooth legs were paying dividends.

Kingsley Massey had the fourth fastest time with 16:29 followed by Mastrobatistta on 16:37, Hall on 16:50, Kennedy on 17.:08 and Twigg on 17:23.

There was to be no denying Clancy his victory and a second lap of 15:18 gave him a new championship record of 30:23 and his third consecutive TT victory.

Rick Young maintained his great form over the second lap to stop the clock at 32:14 and a great second place. Stephen Graham had a faster second lap of 16:16 giving him a race time of 32:37 which was good enough to elevate him into third place. Frank Mastrobatistta also put in a brilliant last lap of 16:00 minutes to take joint third place when he also stopped the clock on 32:37.
The podium places were followed by Massey 32:44, Kennedy 34:16, Hall 34:38 and Twigg 34:54.

It was a great days racing with four deserving champions crowned.
Riders are to meet at the Exies Sports Club at 8:30am for a race briefing with a roll out to the course at 9:00am.

