Race Report 20-April-08
Last week 18 riders faced the starter for a 42km handicap race. The course for the day was the Hanwood circuit where the riders were to compete over four testing laps.

The handicapper split the field into five groups with the limit group enjoying an 18:00 minute headstart. They also enjoyed having the largest group with six riders.

Peter Stockwell was joined by Jen Blake, James Ashton, Alan Howard, Fred Enness and Ross Blake.

The second limit group consisted of Albert Ravanello, Frank Signor, Wendy Aitken and Robert Minato and started with a 12:00 minute handicap.

The middle markers started off 9:00 minutes with Lyall Mumford, Maxwell Hopp, Matt Nugan and Dick Hore.

Rick Young and Mitch Harrison were the sacrificial bunnies on chopping block and had a 5:00 minutes start over scratch.

Paul Clancy and Jason Minato made up the small scratch group and had a big task to chase back the 18 minute lead with only two riders.

The wind was making the back of the course the hardest and riders were struggling to keep up a fast pace. At the halfway point all the groups were still in formation with the limit group using their number well to maintain a good lead.

With one lap left to race the limit group still had a significant lead but were starting to lose riders. Ashton, Blake and Blake all succumbed to the pressure of chasing the win leaving the leaders down to three riders.

In the chase behind the middle markers finally made contact with the second limit group making for a large chase group.

The scratch group had done it tough all day but half way into the last lap finally made contact with the chopping block duo.

The remaining limit trio were struggling up the back straight for the final time with the other groups gaining considerable ground and giving them a chance of victory.

The middle groups now had the leaders in their sights but the line was fast approaching. The back markers also had their next target in sight and with Clancy leading the charge anything was possible.

The leading group made the final corner with about a 500 metre lead. Peter Stockwell wound up the sprint with Alan Howard on his wheel. 

Stockwell was too strong however and took a great win from a courageous Howard with Fred Enness a good third.

The middle markers hit the line 45 seconds later with Lyall Mumford showing a spring in his legs to take fourth with Frank Signor fifth and Albert Ravanello sixth. 

The back markers were in the final straight as the middle markers crossed the line with Jason Minato taking fastest time honours after a good ride.

