Last Sunday saw Paul Clancy achieve a remarkable by defending his Hanwood Cup title. This 42km handicap event normally favours the front markers but Clancy showed his class by winning his second Hanwood trophy in some hot windy conditions.
Eighteen riders faced the starter for this prestigious trophy race with the handicapper splitting the field into six groups. Alan Howard, Peter Stockwell and Jo Polkinghorne got the race underway as the limit group with a 19:00 minute start.

Jenni Massey, Robert Minato and Frank Signor were the next group away on 10:00 minutes.

Lyall Mumford, Matt Nugan and Maxwell Hopp followed closely after on a 9:00 minutes handicap.

Russell Webb and David Smith had a tough job to do riding off 7:00 minutes with only two riders and they would have to ride hard to make an early catch of the group ahead.

The chopping block group saw Steve Bertoldo, Frank Mastrobattista, Kingsley Massey and Mitch Harrison having a 4:30 minute start.

Paul Clancy headed up a scratch group also containing Steve Graham and Jason Minato. With the wind blowing it was going to make for a tough race and this always favours the back markers. The scratch group rode to plan.

At the half way point the limit group was still leading the race. The 9:00 and 10:00 minute groups had joined up and were riding well  with Max Hopp making his return to racing after a short break.
The chopping block group was down to three riders with Harrison dropping off on the first lap. The scratch group were also having their difficulties with Steve Graham dropping off just before the half way point.

With one lap to race the limit group was still pressing for victory but the wind was starting to take a toll. Chopping block had caught all but the limit group by the end of lap three and they too had victory in their sights. 

The scractch group now down to just Clancy and Minato also had a victory firmly in mind and they soon swept up the chopping block group at the start of the final lap. Mastrobattista being the only rider who could follow the surge as scratch went flying passed.

The limit group were now starting to run out of legs after putting up a great race. As they hit the Murrumbidgee Avenue headwind for the final time and with only three kilometers to the line the scratch group finally hit the lead. It was now down to a race of three.

Paul Clancy once again showed his strength to take a great win from Jason Minato and Frank Mastrobattista in third.




--------------------------------------------------------------

On Saturday seven Club riders travelled to Cootamundra to contest the fifth round of the Tour of Two Rivers. 
The Cootamundra Grand Prix once again saw four grades contesting scratch races over a distance of 56km. Russell Webb was primed for a big ride in D grade to consolidate his number one position on the leaderboard. 

Webb had a great result finishing in fifth place which helped him to maintain a six point lead over his nearest rival going into the final round.

David Smith also rode a good race in support of Webb to finish in sixth as did Keiran Carny with his ninth place. Smith with his result moved up into fifth place on the leaderboard.

In the B grade event four Griffith riders were in the field with Phil Twigg out to try to improve on his second place in the series.

Steve Graham had a great race escaping the field with two other riders and going on to take second place and his best race result in interclub competition. Twigg finished in fifth place with Jason Minato in sixth and Frank Mastrobattista in tenth.

Twigg moved two points closer to the B grade pointscore leader to be now only three points behind. Twigg shall have to finish four places higher then Wagga rider Jason Condon if he is to take the title.
The sixth and final round shall be contested at Coolamon this Sunday with the Tolland Club being the race hosts.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter Budd meanwhile travelled to Sydney and raced with the Waratah Vets at their Homebush circuit.  This 1.5km circuit was very fast and in a B grade field of 35 very fit riders Budd showed much of his old skills on the technical circuit to finish second. 

In a bunch finish Budd was well positioned out of the final corner into the finish straight. The sprint opened up and it came down to three riders who surged ahead of the strong field. Budd threw his bike at the line and it was enough to take second place with the winner half a wheel in front.

