Griffith Cycle Club Report                                       Round 2 Country First Credit Union Cup

Sunday the 6th of April seen the Griffith Cycle Club hold round two of the Country First Credit Union Cup around the flat Myall Park Course in near perfect racing conditions. Another great field of  25 riders faced the starter and were split into 6 groups with the limit group of Jenny Blake, Allan Howard and Fred Ennes giving the scratch group a start of 19 mins.  The next group containing Wendy Aitken, Leanne Kennedy, Robert Minato, Albert Ravanello and Frank Signor had 12mins start on the backmarkers. The 10mins group of Jenny Massey, Peter Bastianon, Jim Rosengreen, Matthew Nugan and Dick Hore had the smallest time gap to close and if they could combine with the 12mins group early in the race they would be hard for the backmarkers to catch. Luke Sartor, Kieran Carney, Steve Graham, and Tarek Heiland were the next group away and had a 7mins start on the scratch group with Steve and Kieran both riding well at present this group was also going to be hard to catch. The chopping block group containing last years series winner Robert Hall, Rick Young, Nigel Kennedy and Kingsley Massey had a 4mins start on the scratch group but would have to ride well together if they were to catch the front markers. The scratch group were last away and led by current Club Champion Paul Clancy who had 1st round winner Jason Minato, Phil Twigg and Frank Mastrobattista having his first ride on scratch to work with for the day.

At the halfway mark the handicapper looked to have got it right on the day with all groups making up ground on the group in front but no groups yet combining. At the Myall Park turn the 10mins and 12 mins groups had combined and were going to take a big effort from the groups behind to catch them. The chopping block still held a 1mins advantage over the scratch group and were making them work hard to close the gap. With 5km to go the scratch group caught the block group but would have to produce something special if they were to take overall honours for the day. At the front of the bike race the limit group of Jen Blake, Allan Howard and Fred Ennes were still holding off the combined 10mins and 12mins bunch and it was going to be tight at the finish to see if they could hold on for the win. The 7mins group also had the combined 10 and 12 mins group in there sights.

With the finish line in sight the combined 10 and 12 mins group took the lead and had the race in the bag. Frank Signor took first place in the sprint to the line with Peter Bastianon taking a close 2nd followed in by 3rd Albert Ravanello, 4th Jenny Massey,  5th Wendy Aitken and Leanne Kennedy taking the last of the bonus points in 6th place.

30 secs later the 7mins group finished followed by the combined scratch block group another 30secs later with Paul Clancy taking fastest time in a quick time of 58mins and 20secs.

The pointscore after two rounds is close at the top.

30 points- Frank Signor, Jason Minato

29 points- Paul Clancy, Peter Bastianon

28 points- Rick Young

27 points- Phil Twigg, Jenny Massey

26 points- Wendy Aitken

25 points- Leanne Kennedy

This weekend will see the club hold a social ride from the Exies at 9am with a large contingent of members travelling to Rutherglen to compete in race 3 of  the Tour De Riverina.Good Luck to all Riders.

