Last Sunday saw the Griffith Cycle Club race a mini Tour de France. The race consisted of two stages as opposed to the real tours twenty-one however the racing was just as competitive.
The eighteen riders were sorted into three teams of six. Captains for the teams were Jason Minato( the Vampires) , Steve Graham ( the Zombies)  and Steve Bertoldo ( the Banshees). 

Stage one consisted of a 10.5km teams time trial where the time of the teams fifth rider across the line would stop the clock. This format meant that the stronger riders needed to look after the fitness challenged riders or risk dropping them.

The Banshees was first away and at the half way point was looking good. They had lost one rider and now had to get all the remaining riders to the line. Russell Webb was riding like a legend swapping off turns like he has been doing this racing gig for years and not weeks.
Zombies was next away and at the half way checkpoint was down on time. The whole team was still together and maybe they were going to be able to make a charge for the line over the closing kilometers.

The Vampires was last away and was in the lead at the half way checkpoint. They too were down to five riders and were going to have to get all the reaming riders to the line.

The Banshees hit the line first and stopped the clock in a time of 16:54 minutes. This was a super time and the fastest Dick Hore, Russell Webb and Lyall Mumford had ever travelled around the course.

The Zombies hit the finish line stopping the clock in a time of 18:16 minutes with Jo Polkinghorne putting in a good ride. Michael O’Meara was making a welcomed return to racing and also put in a solid ride.

The Vampires rounded the final corner and headed for home. They flew across the line in a race winning 16:40 minutes. This was a super effort as Frank Signor demonstrated by depositing his breakfast on the side of the road.

After Stage One it was the Vampires holding top spot from the Banshees and the Zombies.

Stage Two was a scratch race pointscore. There were to be six sprints over the 21 km course with each rider only being able to contest one sprint to gain points for their team.
Fred Enness put in a good attack in sprint one and gapped the peloton. He took a fine win for the Banshees. Albert Ravanello took second place for the Vampires with Michael O’Meara in third place for the Zombies.

Sprint two saw super sprinter Frank Signor take the win for the Vampires with Banshee Dick Hore second. Zombie Peter Stockwell put in a good sprint for third.
The fourth sprint saw some great team work by Albert Ravanello who attacked with his tram sprinter Keiran Carney on his wheel. Russell Webb from the Banshees had been alert and jumped onto the wheel as Ravanello did a huge turn to take the riders to the next sprint. “Carnage” Carney put in a great sprint to take the honours for the Vampires with Webb picking up second place points. Jo Polkinghorne took third place points for the Zombies.

The fourth sprint saw the big hitter come out to play and it was the Vampire Phil Twigg showing Zombie, Kingsley Massey the way to the line. Nigel Kennedy picked up the third place points for the Banshees.

The penultimate sprint had Rob Hall well in control for the Zombies to take maximum points. Steve Bertoldo was second for the Banshees and the Vampires scored no points.

The final sprint saw Steve Graham try to get away but Jason Minato was planted to his wheel. The inevitable result of that is a win to Minato with Graham Second and Lyall Mumford picking up third place points for the Banshees.
At the conclusion of stage two the points were tallied. The Vampires were the winners on 18 points. The Banshees were close on 16 points but had to settle for second place. The Zombies had ridden well as a team but had found themselves in third with 15 points.
This week sees the seventh round of the Country First Credit Union Cup being contested over the 37kmn hill course.

Riders are to meet at the Exies Sports Club at 8:30am for the race briefing with racing to get underway at 9:00am. Riders are reminded to bring your race numbers.
