Last weekend saw 23 riders face the starter for the sixth round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. The course for the day was the flat 42km Myall Park circuit where a steady northerly wind was blowing. 
The ten race series is well balanced with riders from all groups represented near the top of the leaderboard. Series leader Jenni Massey and second placed Wendy Aitken were on a mission to consolidate their lead by putting in a good race on the flat.

The scratch group has been biding their time whilst the front groups have tasted success. Steve Graham made his debut on scratch and with the extra leg power the scratch group were a big chance.

The handicapper split the field into six groups with limit receiving a start of 18:00 minutes. Jo Polkinghorne, Jen Blake, Peter Stockwell and Fred Enness made up the limit group and with a solid ride were always a chance of seeing the finish line before being caught.

Next away on 12:00 minutes were Robert Minato and Russell Webb. This pair were given a difficult task with only two riders but were hoping to get to Yenda before being caught. Webb was starting his second race after winning in his debut and was out to put in a good ride off a more difficult mark.
Wendy Aitken, Matt Nugan, Jenni Massey, Albert Ravanello, and Frank Signor were the next group away on 9:00 minutes. With the smooth pedaling of Ravanello, the determination of Aitken and the experience of Signor this group were one to look out for.

The 7:00 minute group contained newly crowned B Grade Club Champion Lyall Mumford who had Mitch Harrison, Peter Bastianon, Dick Hore and Peter Budd for company. 

The chopping block group started on 4:30 minutes and had Phil Twigg, Rick Young, Rob Hall and Frank Mastrobattista. The solid handicap gave this group another big chance to hold off the scratchmen and the chance for line honours.
Paul Clancy dominates the scratch group with Jason Minato usually doing a lot of suffering. Minato had Steve Graham for some extra company and hopefully a little bit more rest between turns on the front. This scratch trio has the capability to challenge for the course record which has stood for a number of years. 

All the groups were still in starting order at the Yenda turn. The limit group riders were all riding well together with Jo Polkinghorne putting in some good turns. Jen Blake was also riding well and looking more comfortable at race pace. Enness and Stockwell were also doing their share on the front and were setting the limit group up for a strong finish.

The 7:00 minute group had the Aitken group in their sights half way into the race but they too were in the sights of the chopping block riders.

The two middle marker groups came together just after half way and very soon were all working well together like a well oiled machine. They had two pacelines working well and their speed increased the more smoothly they rode.

The chopping block group suddenly had a battle on their hands as they were four now chasing twelve. The headwind was starting to have a telling effect and the race was becoming much harder. The scratch riders were putting in a great effort but 4:30 minutes was a big time gap to close.

At the Myall Park turn the limit group still enjoyed a good lead and now had the wind helping all the way to the line. Behind them the middle markers were still working well together but the chopping block group was edging closer as each power pole flashed by.
With eight kilometers to race the chopping block riders finally caught their first target and now had the limit group in their sights just 200 metres ahead. With six kilometers to race the limit group was swept up by the sixteen strong peloton.

The effort of the chase had smashed the legs of the chopping block group and they were taking all the help they could get from the other riders. Scratch riders were flying with the tailwind but they still had lots of time to make up. They were going to need the leaders to slow up to give them a chance.

With four kilometers to the line Frank Mastrobattista put in a good attack and opening up a good gap. Mitch Harrison quickly responded and jumped to try to get across. Phil Twigg was alert to the move and was soon on Harrison’s wheel with Young and Budd also following the move. It was soon all together again as the line was quickly approaching. 

The speed was moderate in the closing kilometre and riders from the middle groups saw this as an opportunity to move into a better position. The chopping block group was in danger of being swamped by numbers. Rob Hall decided it was time to move forward to restore some order with Signor on his wheel followed by Twigg and Young.
The largest peloton to contest a sprint for a long time was about to hit the final bend with 250 metres to the line. Mastrobattista saw sensed the need to move forward. He quickly rounded the field as the peloton hit the finish straight and kicked for home. He overtook Twigg as he hit the lead.
Peter Budd had followed the Mastrobattista wheel into the straight and also saw it was time to go. A big kick saw him accelerate to the lead and he held that position all the way to the line. Mastrobattista held on for second after his strong sprint with Rick Young a close third. Phil Twigg took a good fourth after a strong ride.

Matt Nugan put in a super sprint to take fifth place points and he also had a great ride on the day. Peter Bastianon scored the all important sixth place points. Steve Graham celebrated his scratch ride by taking the fastest time honours. 
Although out of the points good rides were put in by Wendy Aitken and Jenni Massey. Dick Hore had a solid ride after being pulled back a group by the handicapper. A special mention of Russell Webb who put in a super ride in just his second race. Webb showed he learns quickly riding well in the paceline. He also showed he has plenty of power that will no doubt be put to good use for the remainder of the season.

The Country First Credit Union Cup leader board still has Jenni Massey at the top with 84 points. Wendy Aitken is close behind on 82 points whilst the big mover is Rick Young stepping up to third place on 80 points. Peter Bastianon with his strong finish on corrected points would be holding down fourth place on 79 points. 

Jason Minato is the first of the scratch riders on 75 points and looking forward to a race where scratch are competitive.  The full CFCU Cup leader board can be seen on the club website at www.griffithcycleclub.com
