Last Sunday saw seventeen riders face the starter for the eighth round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. The course for the day was the flat 42km long Myall Park circuit. The wind coming from the south was going to aid the riders for the first 25 km but it made for a hard slog home into the headwind.

Unfortunately series leader Wendy Aitken was a non starter on the day but there were many of her challengers out to challenge her lead.

The handicapper split the field into five groups. The limit group had a reduced 16:00 minute start but Peter Stockwell and Alan Howard also had the smooth pedaling Albert Ravanello and Robert Minato for company. This made it the strongest limit group in a long while.

The second limit group contained series challenger Jenni Massey who had Lyall Mumford, Matt Nugan and Dick Hore for support. They enjoyed a 10:00 minute handicap.

The middle markers off 5:00 minutes were Peter Bastianon, Mitch Harrison, David Smith, Russell Webb and Peter Budd. This was the biggest group in the field and they were going to need the additional strength if they were going to reel in the limit group.

The chopping block group started on 1:15 minutes with the inform Phil Twigg, Robert Hall and Kingsley Massey. Chasing them was the lonely scratch rider, Paul Clancy.

The limit group was riding well with the wind at their backs on the leg to Yenda. Alan Howard found himself on the front at 45kph before some common sense prevailed and he looked for a wheel to follow.

The second limit group was in trouble early when Lyall Mumford lost contact and the group was down the three.

The middle markers were working well together. Russell Webb was showing how much he has improved by swapping off turns like he has been riding for years instead of a few months. They were keeping the pace at the uncomfortable level as they needed to to bring back 11:00 minutes on the leaders.

The chopping block also faced a mini disaster when they lost Rob Hall to a puncture just after Beelbangera and still with over 35km to race. Paul Clancy was chasing hard and he made contact with the chopping block twosome just before theYenda turn.

The limit riders were still powering ahead with Ravanello and Minato prominent pulling good turns. They reached the Myall Park turn with daylight behind them and only 12km to the finish. They were going to be hard to bring back.

The second limit group was now in sight of the hard driving middle markers and just after the Myall Park turn they were going to be swept up. The headwind was making the racing hard going and the middle markers were keeping the turns short. Harrison was riding a great race pulling some super turns on the front.

With 5km to the finish the limit quartet still had a commanding lead. The middle markers could now see them up the road and at least had a target to chase. The wind was making the legs pain as both groups were locked in a battle for victory. 

Paul Clancy had left the chopping block riders and was on a solo pursuit of the leaders but was well out of contention deep into the race. It was a race between the limit group and the middle markers.

Jenni Massey was putting in a great race and was the only second limit rider still in contact with the hard riding middle markers. This was her chance to reclaim the series lead if she could get into the top six finishers. No easy task sprinting against the men.

With one kilometre to the line the limit group was breaking up. Robert Minato had dropped off and was soon caught by the chasers. The limit group was less than a minute ahead and the gap was closing fast.

Ravanello also dropped off after doing a mountain of work and he was next to be caught by the middle markers. Peter Stockwell launched the sprint for the limit group but it was Alan Howard who swept passed to take the victory. Mitch Harrisson led out Bastianon who took third place with Jenni Massey on his wheel in fourth place. Harrison hung on for fifth with Peter Budd taking the final points in sixth. Russell Webb was close behind in seventh after a great ride.

Clancy crossed the line a couple of minutes later with fastest time honours but out of the points.

Jenni Massey has moved back into the series lead after her good ride and is sitting on 115 points. Wendy Aitken moves back to second place on 102 points. Peter Bastianon was a big mover jumping up to third place on 97 points. Paul Clancy holds fourth place with 96 points and Frank Signor and Alan Howard round out the top five with both sitting on 94 points.
The penultimate round of the Country First Credit Union Cup shall be held on 2 November with the hill course the challenge. The next big event for the club shall be the Hanwood Cup handicap event to be held on 19 October. 
