Last Sunday saw a good roll up of twenty-two club riders contest the seventh round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. The course for the day was the testing 37km hill circuit.
With series leader Jenni Massey not riding due to illness there was a chance for the other contenders make a move up the ladder.
The handicapper split the field into six groups. Fred Enness and Jen Blake were the first away with a 16:00 minute start.

Second limit had Frank Signor, Robert Minato and Albert Ravanello with a handicap of 10:00 minutes.

Two minutes further back was the big group of Lyall Mumford, Dick Hore, Matt Nugan, Wendy Aitken and Russell Webb.

The 5:30 minute group saw David Smith making a welcomed return to club racing and he had Mitch Harrison, Keiran Carney, Peter Bastianon and Peter Budd for company.

The chopping block group was starting on 3:15 minutes with Phil Twigg, Rick Young, Kingsley Massey and Nigel Kennedy making up the foursome.

The scractch group had Paul Clancy, Jason Minato and Steve Graham hoping to be in contention after a few races where they haven’t caught anybody.

The limit pair was quickly up to speed and riding well on their way to Yenda. The second limit trio was caught at Yenda to make up an eight strong bunch that were working well.

The middle markers were riding well until Mitch Harrison dropped off only to be followed by a broken spoke to Peter Budd leaving them down to just three riders. Their impetus was now gone and they were seeing their chance at race victory slowly ride away up the road.
The back markers were having a disastrous day. Firstly one rider missed the start and had to start with scratch and the scratch bunch missed their starting time after misjudging their warmup ride. This was going to make it hard to bring back the front groups who were looking like winners.

The eight strong chase group caught the limit leaders on Rifle Range Road. Shortly after Russell Webb and Wendy Aitken rode away and were racing for the win. The scratch bunch also caught the chopping block group on Rifle Range Road as they continued the pursuit of the leaders.

Aitken and Webb were powering along in the lead and were looking strong as they headed down to the airport turn with around 5km left to race. The middle markers were finally swept up by the scratch group on the airport climb and with it their chance of victory.

Nothing was going to stop the two leaders after they put in a super climb from the airport. Now the only question was who would take the victory. With 150 metres to the line Aitken channeled the power of the ruby ring and kicked for the line. Webb was putting in a great effort but Aitken was more than a match and recorded a sensational victory.
Webb flashed across the line in second as he continues to show huge improvement since his first race a short time ago. Lyall Mumford put in a great ride to take third place. Paul Clancy took fourth place some 40 seconds behind the winner and can rue the lost time at the start of the race. Steve Graham finished fifth after another strong ride off scratch. 

Dick Hore showed some sprightly climbing legs and held on to secure the final points when he finished in sixth place. 

Aitken’s win has seen her leapfrog Jenni Massey to take the lead in the series on 102 points. Massey held on to second place on 98 points. Rick Young sits in third place with 90 points whilst Paul Clancy moved into fourth on 86 points and best placed scratch rider.

Jason Minato dropped to fifth on 85 points and may now have to take up the domestique duties for Clancy. Frank Signor dropped one place to sixth with 84 points.

The full pointscore can be seen at the clubs website at www.griffithcylceclub.com which is updated after each race.
This Sunday will see a Club ride commencing at 9:00 am from the Exies Sports Club. There will most likely be an earlier group go out at 8:00 am leaving from Bertoldo’s Bakery as well for those wishing to get a few more miles in their legs.
