Last Sunday saw 18 club riders contest the fifth round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. This is despite around 11 regular riders being away for vqrious reasons other than the 37km hill course that had to be raced.
With the Tour de France upon the cycling world the riders were keen to give their legs a good flogging after the great motivational tv viewing that SBS is serving up each night.

Last time over the hill saw an all girl podium and they were out to try to match that effort. The club welcomed visiting rider Alison Perosin and all her bling. Alison has recently moved to Sydney and was bock to see what all the fuss about women racing in Griffith was all about.

Unfortunately Alison couldn’t take out the days win but she will go back to Sydney and tell them of the wonderful racing and camaraderie that is on offer in Griffith.

The handicapper split the field into seven very small groups. The limit group had Peter Stockwell and Jen Blake leave with a handicap of 18:00 minutes.

Next away was Alison Perosin, Albert Ravanello and Robert Minato with a handicap of 11:00 minutes.

A minute further back saw the girl power group of series leader Jenni Massey, Wendy Aitken and Leanne Kennedy.

The largest group in the field started on 8:00 minutes with Peter Bastianon, Lyall Mumford, Terak Heiland and Kingsley Massey who is still in recovery mode from the A grade Champs fall a couple of weeks ago.

Mitch Harrison and Luke Sartor left on 6:00 minutes and was the youthful group group of the day.

Chopping block was Steve Graham and Phil Twigg with 3:30 minutes on the scratch pair of Jason Minato and Paul Clancy.

The big movers in the leg to Yenda were the girl power group who had picked up the 11:00 minute group to make a solid bunch of six riders. 
Behind them Steve Graham was riding like a train with Phil Twigg collecting tickets in the caboose.

The front running pair was riding well together and was looking like race winners across the hill for the first time.

Albert Ravanello put in some monster turns to close the gap down as the hill approached and Jenni Massey and Wendy Aitken put the hammer down on the climb. The gapped their bunch but kept the pressure on. Kennedy was trying hard to get back as was Robert Minato and the visiting Perosin. 

As the leaders rounded Pioneer Park with only two kilometers to the line Stockwell rode clear of Blake and set his sights on a solo victory. Behind him Massey and Aitken were working well in a strong chase that had them a big chance to take the win.

Steve Graham however was powering over the hill. He had unhitched Twigg on the final climb, passed the 8:00 minute group and was now in pursuit of the leaders.

With the line approaching Stockwell thought the race may have been his but Graham continued his brilliant ride and flew by Stockwell with the line in sight. Graham took a sensational solo victory after having ridden through five other groups.

Stockwell hung on for second from the fast closing Aitken who outsprinted Massey for third place. Jen Blake continued with her effort after dropping off Stockwell and was rewarded with fifth place. Final points for sixth place went to Peter Bastianon who also rode a good leg over the hill to score valuable points.

Jenni Massey maintained her series lead at the half way point with 74 points. Wendy Aitken has moved into second place after her well deserved third place on 72 points. Jason Minato slipped back to third on 65 points and must be hoping for some handicapping relief after a few races in purgatory.

The full pointscore can be seen at the clubs website at www.griffithcylceclub.com which is updated after each race.

This Sunday will see a Club ride commencing at 9:00 am from the Exies Sports Club. There will most likely be an earlier group go out at 8:00 am leaving from Bertoldo’s Bakery as well for those wishing to get a few more miles in their legs.
