Last Sunday saw 24 club riders contest the fourth round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. The course for the day was the flat 42km Myall Park circuit with conditions cool but sunny. The wind was at the riders backs for the first half of the race however they had the wind in their face for the final 20km making for a tough finish.
The handicapper split the field into six groups. The limit group welcomed the newest club member Russell Webb for his first race. Jo Polkinghorne, Jen Blake, Peter Stockwell, Alan Howard and Ross Blake were there to ride with Russell with a 19:00 minute handicap.

The second limit group looked good on paper and had three of the top five in the pointscore. Jenni Massey is the current series leader and was looking to have a good result to consolidate her ranking along with  Wendy Aitken and Frank Signor who were in third and fifth respectively.  Robert Minato and Dick Hore made up the group who received a 10:00 minute start.

The 8:00 minute group had Lyall Mumford racing despite a couple of broken bones along with Peter Bastianon, Keiren Carney and Peter Budd.
Next group away was the 5:00 minute group with Kingsley Massey, Nigel Kennedy and Rick Young.

The chopping block group had a 3:00 minute start and had Steve Graham, Phil Twigg and Rob Hall.

The scratch group fresh after their last start course record was made up of Paul Clancy, Jason Minato and Jeff Stoll.

With the strong tailwind the speeds were high on the leg to Yenda. The limit group was working well with their big numbers and was going to be hard to pull back.

The second limit group was also working well with Wendy Aitken riding well along with Dick Hore.

The chopping block group was working hard to try to join up with the 5:00 minute group and by Yenda was closing in on the target. The scratch trio was riding fast but they had a lot of ground to make up before they caught anyone.

At the Myall Park turn and with only 12km to race the limit group were still out of sight. The second limit group was just ahead of the middle markers who were down to three riders and making hard going to make the catch.

The chopping block group had caught the 5:00 minute group and the six riders were now riding hard into the wind and starting to make big inroads into the groups ahead. The scratch trio had ridden well but it was not to be their day.
With 5km to the line the limit group still had a commanding lead. Jo Polkinghorne had the group well organized motivated as the headwind started to bite.

The middle markers were now getting good help from Jenni Massey, Dick Hore and Wendy Aitken and could now see the leaders up the road. It was going to be hard to pull them back but not impossible.

With one kilometre to the line one desperate last attempt was made to get the middle markers up to the leaders. As the leaders hit the last bend with 280 metres to the line the chasers were only 50 metres behind. 

The back markers were also coming up fast and they were only 100 metres from the leaders.

Russell Webb despite his inexperience kicked for the line and showed a great turn of speed. Alan Howard had his sprint legs wound up but couldn’t catch the flying Webb who took a super first up victory. Howard took second with Jo Polkinghorne putting in a great sprint for third place.
Ross Blake crossed in fourth, with Jen Blake (no relation) did a great ride in fifth and Peter Stockwell taking sixth and final points for the race.

Frank Signor flashed across the line the best of the chasers but 20 metres behind the last of the limit group. So close but so far. Rick Young was the first back marker to finish and he too had the frustration of watching the limit group take all the points.

Paul Clancy took fastest time honours.

After the fourth round Alan Howard has moved into the top ten in fourth place on 53 points as did Jen Blake who moved to ninth place with 46 points. Jenni Massey still leads the series with 57 points, Jason Minato second on 55 points and Wendy Aitken third on 54 points.

The full pointscore can be seen at the clubs website at www.griffithcylceclub.com which is updated after each race.

The Country First Credit Union rider of the round was Paul Clancy who wins a $30 account at Country First Credit Union.

This weekend sees the A grade road club championship contested with a strong field expected to take to the start. Any club member is eligible to ride however there will be around twelve riders who will be in contention. 
This will be the strongest field assembled for a club championship as the Griffith Cycle Club continues to build depth.

The race is held over two stages with the riders racing over 80 km. The first leg is the 42km Myall Park circuit. This is followed immediately by the 37km second leg over the hill. The race finish is adjacent to the Hermit’s Cave lookout where the uphill sprint is a brutal test.

The first stage is likely to see a bunch finish but there shall be a few fireworks along the way to test the legs of those competing. The second stage is where it will all happen with the crossing of the hill where the race explodes. 
Paul Clancy is the hot favourite again this year and will be very hard to beat. To defend his crown he will need to rid himself of Jason Minato who will try to glue himself to Clancy’s wheel until the sprint finish. 

Jeff Stoll, Rob Hall, Steve Graham and Frank Mastrobattista all have a big roll to play. Throw in Kingsley Massey, Rick Young, Phil Twigg, Nigel Kennedy and Steve Bertoldo and the best ever field will make for great racing.
Race briefing is at 8:30am Sunday at the Exies Sports Club with racing underway at 9:00am.
