Last Sunday saw 21 riders contest the third round of the Country First Credit Union Cup. Joint series leaders Jason Minato and Frank Signor were looking to consolidate their positions. The course for the day was the 37km hill circuit which was not going to suit Signor.

After their strong showing in recent weeks there were once again five females racing and it is wonderful to see the enjoyment they are now getting from racing their bikes. 

The handicapper split the field into seven groups with the limit group getting the race started with an 18:00 minute handicap. Jo Polkinghorne and Jen Blake were looking to put in a good ride after their great effort the week before in the Dean Carter race. They had Fred Enness and Peter Stockwell for company.
The 13:00 minute group with Leanne Kennedy, Jenni Massey, Wendy Aitken, Rob Minato and Frank Signor looked strong on paper and were going to be tough to beat. The girls all have great climbing legs and were chomping at the bit to get to the hill.

The middle markers on 8:00 minutes were the rock solid Lyall Mumford, Dick Hore, Matt Nugan and Peter Budd. Their handicap was going to force them work hard to be in the points and with the hill to cross Nugan and Budd were going to suffer.

Steve Graham and Phil Twigg were next away on 4:00 minutes. They were followed by Rob Hall and Rick Young on 2:30 minutes. Chopping block with Frank Mastrobattista and Jeff Stoll left on 1:00 minute whilst the scratch group was Paul Clancy and Jason Minato.

The handicapper was expecting the back markers to get together giving them two groups of four but Graham and Twigg had other ideas. They were riding well and Hall and Young were making no ground on them by Yenda. Scratch had caught the block group by Bilbul and were riding well together as they headed to the Yenda turn.

The second limit group had the leaders in sight by Beelbangera and after some good turns by Signor they were soon at the front of the race with the hill to cross.
The middle markers were making up ground but they were going to have to ride fast over the hill to pull back the leaders. Matt Nugan punctured on the run in from Yenda making the middle markers task harder still.

As the climbing started it was the trio of Wendy Aitken, Leanne Kennedy and Jenni Massey who put on the pressure and gapped the other riders in their group. By the Hermit’s Cave lookout the three leaders were well in front and riding hard over the top of the hill.

The middle markers were now down to two with Hore and Mumford doing the chasing. The back markers had all come together at Beelbangera and their eight strong group flew up Rifle Range Road. On the steep climb though four riders rode clear with Paul Clancy leading the charge along with Minato, Graham and Twigg. 

The three leaders rode hard down to the airport turn and on the return climb had a good lead with Fred Enness next on the road. Aitken was riding well putting on the pressure. It was to be an all girl finale and the gloves were off.

Jenni Massey put in a good turn to let Aitken know that she was going to be hard to beat. Aitken took up the challenge after they topped the climb and with 1.5km to the finish drove it hard on the front.
The scratch group never stopped racing and were gaining on the leaders with every pedal stroke. Unfortnuately they didn’t have enough distance still to race but they could still get valuable points if they made the top six.

Aitken continued to ride hard to the line with Massey and Kennedy in tow. The slight uphill finish was going to hurt. With the line approaching Aitken sprinted for the line but Massey was waiting for her moment. Massey launched her sprint with a kick passed Aitken taking Kennedy with her.

Jenni Massey crossed the line in first and a great win. Leanne Kennedy took second with Wendy Aitken third for an all female podium, the first time in club history. Fred Enness rode in solo in fourth place as did Rob Minato a short time later for fifth.
Jo Polkinghorne was riding hard to the finish hoping for sixth place points but with 15 metres to the line saw Jason Minato flash passed to steal the final place from under her nose. Minato’s time of 55:00 was a new course record that has stood for four years. 

The race was bookended by Signor and Budd crossing the line together to bring the field home. 

The race result sees Jenni Massey on top of the pointscore for the first time on 47 points. Jason Minato getting in to the points was a big effort and he is in second place on 45 points. Wendy Aitken after a strong ride holds down equal third along with Leanne Kennedy on 44 points. Frank Signor rounds out the top five on 40 points. The full pointscore can be seen at the clubs website at www.griffithcylceclub.com which is updated after each race.

The Country First Credit Union rider of the round was Dick Hore who wins a $30 prize.

This weekend will not see any club racing but there will still be a full weekend of riding. Saturday sees the enjoyable easy ride leaving at 7:00am from the visitors centre with any rider welcome to join. 

Sunday will see a ride departing from the Exies Sports Club at 9:00am and for those keen to get more miles in their legs an earlier departure time of 8:00am from Bertoldo’s before heading back to the Sporties for the 9:00am ride.
Monday will also see a ride departing from Bertoldo’s at 8:00am to enjoy the Queen’s Birthday.
