COUNTRY FIRST CREDIT UNION CUP RACE 1, 9th March 2008
This is the largest club race field in many years and is a very promising start to the year. 

The day’s event was round one of the Country First Credit Union Cup. 

The handicapper split the field into six groups and the limit group got racing under way with an 18 minute start. 

Jim Ashton, Peter Billiau, Peter Stockwell, Alan Howard and Jenny Blake were the front runners hoping to hold out the big field all the way to the finish. 

The 11-minute group was also five riders strong with Robert Minato, Leanne Kennedy, Joe Catanzariti, Jo Polkinghorne and Peter Bastianon in the chase. 

Frank Signor, Jim Rosengreen, Dick Hore, Jenni Massey and Wendy Aitken made up the nine-minute group, while Keirn Carney, Lyall Mumford, Dean Owen, Maxwell Hopp and Luke Sartor set off with a five minute start. 

Rick Young, Mitch Harrison, Kingsley Massey and Nigel Kenny rode off the 2.30 minute handicap as the chopping block group and were hoping to hold off the scratch group. 

Paul Clancy, Jason Minato, Jeff Stoll and Phil Twigg made up the strong scratch group. 

The scratch group made the first catch, when they picked up the chopping block group by half-way. 

The second limit group made the catch, with the limit group at Myall Park and were the front-runners, with only 12km to race. 

The nine-minute group were only just behind and they were soon in the lead after the catch of the 11 minute group was made. 

With only a kilometre to the line, the scratch lead back markers finally made the catch and Jason Minato and Paul Clancy went straight through and created a gap to the filed. 

Phil Twigg and Rick Young were the only riders to get across the gap to make it a four up sprint to the line. 

Jason Minato showed all his class and powered to a great win from Paul Clancy in second, with Rick Young third and Phil Twigg in fourth. 

Mitch Harrison finished best in the chase bunch in fifth place and Jeff Stoll just rolled Nigel Kennedy on the line to take sixth and final points.

