Paul Clancy continues to enhance his legacy by winning his fourth consecutive A grade Road Club Championship on Sunday. 

A big roll up of over 20 riders saw the strongest field ever assemble for a Club Championship. The depth of the field was exceptional and Clancy had to ride a smart race to ensure the top step of the podium was his.

The race was held over two stages with a total distance of 85km having to be covered by the peloton. Stage one was the 42km Myall park course where big Frank Signor was seen at the front for the first time this year.

Albert Ravanello was doing lots of work early in a welcome return to racing. Rick Young and Kingsley Massey were also on the front for the first leg to Yenda.

There were no substantial attacks and the field was largely intact by the Yenda turn. Steve Bertoldo and Kingsley Massey were the first riders to put the peloton under any pressure but Clancy soon closed the attack down. 

A few kilometers later Bertoldo attacked again and this time opened up a gap. His lead moved out to around 15 seconds but was being watched closely by the bunch. Clancy decided the move was too risky and started the chase. He was helped by Massey and Frank Mastrobattista who soon had Bertoldo back in the bunch.

After the Myall Park turn and a12km tailwind run to the stage one finish the pace picked up. Speeds in excess of 50kph were flashing on the speedo as the big peloton wound up. Phil Twigg made3 a good move and jumped away. He was joined by Mastrobattista and the pair were opening a good gap.
This move was very dangerous and smart tactics would have left it to the hot favourite Clancy to close down. Clancy did start the chase but in a tactical blunder he received help from too many willing chasers. The pace of the chase saw many of the B grade riders pop off the back and soon the lead pair were brought back.

There was to be no time gaps on stage one as the peloton all came into the finish straight together. Peter Budd showed some form of old by kicking first in the sprint to the line. Clancy however wanted to stamp his authority on the field and took the stage win from Budd in second and Mastrobattista in third. 

Stage two was underway shorty after with the 37km Scenic Hill course the final challenge to determine the champion. Phil Twigg was the first to jump away and he opened a 15 second lead going through Bilbul. 

The conditions were dangerous with a big cross wind and unfortunately a touch of wheels had five riders on the deck. Mastrobattista, Budd, Massey, Steve Graham and Nigel Kennedy were all left to lick their wounds which were fortunately mostly superficial. 

This crash had split the field though with Twigg out the front by himself being chased by Clancy, Jason Minato, Rick Young, Keiren Carney and Steve Bertoldo. By the Yenda turn Twigg had been brought back to the peloton as Carney popped off the back.
The race was now down to five with the hill to cross. Clancy put the pressure on as the gradient steepened and only Rick Young was able to follow. Mianto and Twigg were digging deep but Clancy was opening the gap whilst Beertoldo was losing ground slowly to Minato and Twigg.

At the Hermits Cave lookout Clancy shed himself of Young and was now racing solo for the championship. Minato and Twigg raced hard in pursuit and picked up Young at Pioneer Park. Clancy was now 20 seconds ahead.

The climb from the airport saw Clancy grit his teeth and power to the top putting more time in to the chasers. Minato rode clear on the climb with Young also going clear of Twigg. Nothing was going to stop Clancy from taking his fourth straight victory and he crossed the line with a double handed victory salute. 

Jason Minato took a fighting second around a minute behind the victor  Rick Young taking the final podium position with a great third place some 30 seconds behind Minato. Phil Twigg crossed in fourth with Steve Bertoldo fifth.

The fallen riders Graham, Massey, Kennedy and Mastrobattista also put in a good effort to complete the course despite some sore bodies. At present however the is no stopping Paul Clancy and his championship run. He was again the dominant rider and a smart race saw him take one of his best wins.
